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The Mind Between the Authority of the Text
and the Freedom of Interpretation
(An Analytical Study)

Tarig Ali Ahmed
General Directorate of Education, Dhi Qar Governorate, Ministry of Education, Iraq

ABSTRACT

The relationship between reason and the text is considered one of the most
contentious intellectual and philosophical issues throughout history, given the
epistemological, religious, and cultural dimensions it encompasses regarding how
humans perceive the world and interpret reality. Reason—as a tool for understanding,
analysis, and deduction—has remained in constant interaction with texts that serve as
sources of knowledge, legislation, and values, whether religious, philosophical,
literary, or legal. From this interaction, a pivotal issue has emerged concerning the
extent of the text's authority on the one hand, and the freedom of reason to interpret it

and reconstruct its meanings on the other.

Keywords: Reason, understanding, the whole, the part, the interpreter, text authority,
freedom of interpretation, meaning production, text structure.
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