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the First and Second Middle Grades in light of
the Objectives of the Ministry of Education
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ABSTRACT

Textbooks are among the most important educational resources upon which the Iraqi
education system relies to achieve its goals of knowledge transfer, skills development,
and instilling values in students. However, educational studies have demonstrated that
the process of authoring textbooks for students in many countries, including Iraq,
suffers from several fundamental problems related to the extent to which these books
align with the educational objectives set by the Ministry of Education. This leads to a
significant discrepancy between the educational content and the expected learning
outcomes.

One of the most prominent problems facing textbook authorship is the insufficient
attention given to the Ministry of Education's objectives, which define the intended
framework for learning. This deficiency is evident in the continued dominance of the
rote learning approach, which focuses on filling minds with abstract theoretical
information without providing the necessary means to apply it to real-world contexts
or to develop analytical and critical thinking skills. Furthermore, the interactive
activities necessary to promote critical thinking are neglected in the Iragi social
studies curriculum, as demonstrated by the findings of the Iraqi Ministry of
Education's report.

Keywords: Social Studies textbook, first intermediate grade, second intermediate
grade, Ministry of Education objectives.
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